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Why  Technical 
Assistance? 


Looking  for  better  ways  to  reduce  pollution  and 
comply  with  environmental  requirements? 

We  know  you’re  busy  and  don’t  always  have  the 
time,  resources  or  expertise  to  evaluate  new 
processes  or  operating  procedures  that  will  mini¬ 
mize  waste  and  pollution.  That’s  where  Illinois 
EPA’s  Office  of  Pollution  Prevention  (OPP)  can 
lend  a  helping  hand. 

OPP  has  technical  specialists  on  staff  that  are 
available  to  conduct  pollution  prevention  (P2) 
opportunity  site  visits  at  Illinois  businesses  and 
other  facilities.  The  purpose  of  the  site  visits  are  to 
help  facilities  find  P2  techniques  and  practices 
that  can  save  money,  increase  efficiency  and 
improve  environmental  performance. 

This  service  is  free  and  strictly  voluntary. 
During  the  site  visit,  we  will  evaluate  your  opera¬ 
tions  and  suggest  ways  to  prevent  pollution 
through  improved  operating  practices,  material 
substitutions,  equipment  changes  and  process 
modifications. 


Why  Pollution 


Experience  has  shown  that  reducing  waste  and 
pollution  at  the  source  -  before  it  goes  into  the 
dumpster,  down  the  sewer,  out  the  stack  or  away 
with  the  hauler  -  makes  more  sense  than  trying 
to  treat  or  manage  it  after  the  fact.  When  less  pol¬ 
lution  or  waste  is  generated,  less  storage  space 
is  required,  less  pretreatment  is  necessary,  few 
disposal  costs  are  incurred  and  less  paperwork 
for  regulatory  tracking  is  necessary. 
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P2  methods  can  involve  simple  operational 
changes  like  training  employees  to  minimize  over¬ 
spray,  keeping  lids  on  tanks  closed  when  not  in 
use  or  receiving  parts  in  reusable  containers. 
They  can  also  involve  more  ambitious  projects 
like  switching  to  aqueous  cleaners,  installing 
more  efficient  coating  systems  or  using  counter- 
current  rinsing  methods. 


With  P2,  your  facility  can: 


•  Reduce  costs  for  materials,  waste 
handling  and  disposal. 

•  Improve  efficiency  and  competitiveness. 

•  Ease  regulatory  requirements. 

•  Improve  workplace  safety. 

•  Enhance  image  as  an  environmentally- 
responsible  corporate  citizen. 


What  Can  We  Do? 


OPP  has  a  team  of  engineers  and  technical  spe¬ 
cialists  trained  to  help  you  identify  where  P2  can 
make  an  environmental  and  economic  difference. 

For  over  a  decade,  we  have  provided  assistance 
to  many  kinds  of  businesses,  including  electro¬ 
platers,  metal  product  manufacturers,  printers, 
dry  cleaners,  hospitals  and  auto  repair  shops. 


Here’s  what  you  can  expect 
from  our  P2  site  visit: 


•  Review  of  key  waste-generating  proc¬ 
esses  and  operations  at  your  facility. 

•  Assessment  of  the  root  causes  of  waste 
and  pollution  generation. 

•  Discussion  of  cost-saving  P2  opportunities. 

•  Follow-up  with  additional  information 
and  resources  to  help  you  implement 
specific  P2  projects. 


OPP  site  visits  typically  last  2-3  hours.  With  your 
company’s  agreement,  we  may  include  staff  from 
other  technical  assistance  agencies  with  particu¬ 
lar  expertise,  such  as  the  Illinois  Waste 
Management  and  Research  Center. 

Within  30-45  days  of  the  site  visit,  we  will  provide 
you  with  a  report  that  lists  practical  P2  techniques 
and  practices  you  may  want  to  consider.  Your 
facility  will  be  under  no  obligation  to  implement 
any  of  the  recommendations.  You  can  decide 
based  on  site-specific  technical  considerations, 
costs  and  management  priorities. 

Within  one  year  of  the  site  visit,  we  will  ask  you  to 
complete  a  customer  service  survey  to  find  out  if 
any  of  our  suggestions  were  implemented. 

OPP  technical  assistance  activities,  including 
dedicated  P2  site  visits,  are  neither  regulatory 
inspections  nor  environmental  audits.  Our  goal  is 
to  help  you  identify  and  implement  P2  practices. 
We  will  discuss  compliance  issues  only  to  the 
extent  necessary  to  identify  P2  options.  Facilities 
requesting  or  receiving  OPP  technical  assistance 
are  not  relieved  from  their  responsibility  to  comply 
with  all  applicable  environmental  requirements. 


Signing  up  for  a  P2  opportunity  site  visit  is  easy. 
Just  complete  and  send  the  attached  form  to 
OPR  We  will  contact  you  to  schedule  an 
appropriate  date  for  the  site  visit. 

If  you  are  still  not  sure  and  would  like  additional 
information,  please  contact  Tom  Wallin  at  (217) 
785-8387  or  e-mail  epa8606@epa.state.il. us 


The  only  thing  your  facility  has  to  lose 
is  its  waste! 


Yes,  I  would  like  to  schedule  a  free  P2  site  visit 
at  my  facility. 

Contact  name: _ 


Facility: 


Address: 


Phone: 

Fax: 


E-mail: 


Complete  and  return  to: 

Illinois  EPA 

Office  of  Pollution  Prevention  #34 

Technical  Assistance 

1021  N.  Grand  Ave.  East 

P.O.  Box  19276 

Springfield,  IL  62794-9276 


What  businesses  are  saying 
about  OPP’s  technical 
assistance  services: 


“OPP’s  technical  knowledge  and  experience 
helped  our  company  achieve  a  30  percent 
reduction  in  wastewater  discharges.  As  a  result, 
we  saved  approximately  $6,000  a  month  in  treat¬ 
ment  and  chemical  inventory  costs.”  Michael 
Gallegos,  DEH  Printed  Circuits,  Inc. 

“OPP’s  technical  services  have  helped  our  com¬ 
pany  stay  strong  in  this  competitive  market.” 

Doug  Anderson,  Dixline  Corp. 

“I  know  I  can  count  on  OPP  to  provide  me  with 
the  right  information  to  make  a  pollution  preven¬ 
tion  project  work.  After  implementing  several 
ideas  suggested  by  OPP  engineers,  we  have 
reduced  wastes,  improved  process  efficiency 
and  saved  money.”  Kevin  Bulatek,  American 
NTN  Bearing  Mfg.  Corp. 
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